2026 Graduate Student Oral Contest
Sorghum Improvement Conference of North America
(in conjunction with 2026 Global Sorghum Conference)

Guidelines for Student Oral Presentation
1. Presentations will be open to the public.
2. Presentation time allotted for each student participant:  10 minutes.
3. Questions and answers:  2 minutes extra – approximately 3 questions (2 from judges and 1-2 from audience).
4. Presentations will begin at 12:30 p.m., Monday, September 14, 2026. There will only be one round of presentations and judging.  
5. Statement on use of “Generative Artificial Intelligence”===“Student contestants must disclose the use of any Generative AI tools used to generate content, analyze data, or create code. AI-assisted editing is permissible without disclosure, but all other AI input must be documented.”
6. Scores from all judges will be added (aggregated). The top three scores (students) will be ranked, and judges will be given latitude to discuss and agree on top three rankings. The decision of the judges will be final.

Judging Criteria for Student Oral Presentations:

	
	Points
	Criteria

	Abstract (Scored in advance)
	10
	Format, grammar, & content

	Scores during ORAL
	
	PRESENTATION (Sept. 14, 2026)

	Introduction & Rationale
	15
	Clearly stated, background with pertinent literature cited

	Objectives / Hypothesis
	5
	Clearly stated & concise

	Materials & Methods
	15
	Study design easily understood & concise

	Results & Discussion
	25
	Analysis, interpretation, conclusion, future direction, & implications

	Content & Mechanics
	10
	Grammar, style, & quantity of information

	Slides &
	10
	Easily read, uncluttered, well-designed tables & figures, clear & relevant photographs, & balanced layout

	Oration
	10
	Voice, confidence, enthusiasm, & response to questions

	TOTAL (including Abstract)
	100
	



