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For U.S. sorghum growers, Double Team™ Sorghum Cropping Solution provides 

superior over-the-top weed control, improved yields, and maximized profi tability. 

Double Team gives you control over your production options, providing peace 

of mind and fl exibility for your battle to control weeds.

The DT® Trait in Double Team sorghum is tolerant to FirstAct™ herbicide for a completely 

integrated grass control solution. Now available through your local Sorghum Partners 

seed dealer – just ask for Double Team sorghum with FirstAct herbicide.

To learn more about becoming a Double Team sorghum grower, visit our website 

DoubleTeamSorghum.com.

 Cleaner Fields, 
Bigger Yields.
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ON THE COVER: National Sorghum Producers recently elect-
ed Craig Meeker as the organization’s new chairman. Craig 
is pictured with his seven-year-old son, Grant, the seventh 
generation of Meeker Farms near Wellington, Kansas.
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The leaves are changing 
and there is a crispness 
to the air. This is by far 

my favorite season of the 
year, and, as I write, I’ve 
spent the last week deer 
hunting on my family’s farm in south-
east Washington, relishing the quiet, 
golden hour sunrises and sunsets that 
breathe life and a certain pureness into 
the lungs as the fall season approaches, 
offering with it change anew. 

In sorghum country, harvest is pass-
ing quickly, and the season provides us a 
time to reflect on the 2022 growing sea-
son, its bounty—and its shortcomings. 
It has sadly been a challenging season 
for so many of our farmers, plagued by dry, unforgiving conditions, 
making this harvest difficultly bleak in many areas. 

Ecclesiastes says for everything there is a season, a time for 
every activity under heaven, reminding us of God’s sovereign hand, 
and as your National Sorghum Producers Chairman Craig Meeker 
recently said in his first interview as chairman, “the Lord has always 
provided before, and I expect that the Lord will always provide going 
forward.” They say optimism is faith that leads to achievement, and I 
believe our organization is in very good hands.

This season of change is extending deep into our industry. Along-
side Craig, in August the NSP board of directors also elected a new 
vice chair and new directors to the board, which you can learn more 
about starting on page 6. We also added a new staff member to Team 
Sorghum, and the National Sorghum Foundation has a new, but 
familiar, face as its new chairman, as well (page 24).

And for one of the bright spots this fall, we are preparing for 
one of the largest undertakings our organization has ever had. If you 
haven’t heard the BIG, exciting news, NSP was a recipient of one of 
USDA’s Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities grants to the 
tune of up to $65 million. We’re in final negotiations with USDA 
now and expect a rollout of the program hopefully for the 2023 
growing season, so stay tuned and learn more on page 18.

By the time this issue reaches your mailbox, the 2022 midterm 
elections will have passed. NSP is ready to go to work and under-
stands the profound importance of doing one of the things we do 
best—developing and fostering relationships with legislators who 
impact you, your families, your farms and our industry. 

I wish each of you a safe fall and harvest season!

Jennifer (Blackburn) Warren
Sorghum Grower Editor and Vice President of Communications

Turning a 
New Leaf
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NATIONAL SORGHUM PRODUCERS Board 
of Directors welcomed new leadership to the 
organization with the election of Craig Meeker 
(left) of Wellington, Kansas, as Chairman and 
Amy France (top) of Marienthal, Kansas, as Vice 
Chair during the annual board and budget meet-
ing in August. Kody Carson (bottom) continues 
to serve on the board as Past Chairman. New 
officers took their positions beginning Oct. 1.

The National Sorghum Producers 
board of directors elected officers 
and new directors at its annual 

board and budget meeting in August. 
Craig Meeker of Wellington, Kansas, 
was selected as chairman of the orga-
nization, replacing Kody Carson from 
Olton, Texas. Amy France of Marien-
thal, Kansas, was elected vice chair.

“I am incredibly humbled I have 
the opportunity to serve as chairman 
of the National Sorghum Produc-
ers,” Meeker said. “As I look forward 

New Energy,
New Leadership
By Jennifer (Blackburn) Warren

Class III and led the NSP Legislative 
Committee the past two years.

France and her husband Clint are 
third-generation farmers, working 
alongside their oldest son on their 
family farm in western Kansas. They 
grow grain sorghum, corn, wheat 
and raise black angus cattle. She has 
served on the board since 2018. 

“I am excited to welcome Craig 
and Amy to new leadership roles,” 
NSP CEO Tim Lust said. “Their drive 
and passion for the industry will be 
crucial as our industry moves through 
a challenging but exciting year.”

The NSP board of directors 
elected two new members—Garrett 
Love from Montezuma, Kansas, and 
Kent Martin from Alva, Oklahoma. 
Larry Richardson from Vega, Texas, 
was also re-elected. Love and Rich-
ardson will serve a three-year term 
beginning Oct. 1, and Martin will 
take his seat on the NSP board in 
December once his term is complete 
on the United Sorghum Checkoff 
Program board of directors.

Love farms in southwest Kansas 
and has spoken to the potential of sor-
ghum as a sustainable solution for not 
only his family farm, but farms across 
the country. He has also served in sev-
eral capacities within the government, 
including as a State Senator from 2010 
to 2017 where he served as Chairman 
of the Senate Agriculture Committee 
from 2012 to 2016. He was the young-
est State Senator in Kansas history. He 
was also appointed by U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue to serve on the Farm Service 
Agency State Committee in Kansas 
from 2018 to 2021, serving as chair 
from 2018 to 2020. 

to the things we have coming in the 
near future, I think we have a great 
opportunity to lay a firm foundation 
through the farm bill process to ensure 
sorghum farmers have a sustainable 
industry moving forward. With the 
Partnerships for Climate-Smart Com-
modities grant NSP recently received, 
it gives me great excitement to think 
about how we can leverage this initial 
investment to move the sorghum 
industry forward. I know with dry 
weather, it’s easy to get down; however, 

I am an optimist, and I think most 
farmers see the great potential sor-
ghum has. I look forward to guiding 
the association in a great future.”

Meeker was first elected to the 
NSP board in 2018 and has served as 
vice chairman since 2020. He is a sixth 
generation farmer with his father, 
wife and three children in south 
central Kansas, growing grain sor-
ghum, wheat, cotton, corn, soybeans 
and a small cow-calf herd. Meeker is 
a graduate of Leadership Sorghum 
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OUTGOING DIRECTORS, Bobby Nedbalek (above left) and Dan Atkisson 
(bottom, second from right) were recognized at the August annual board of 
directors meeting for their contributions and service to the sorghum industry.

Martin is a diversified farmer, as well as an agronomic 
and environmental consultant, in northwest Oklahoma, and 
he worked as a university professor in crop and soil sciences. 
Martin has served on many state and national organizations, 
including as chairman for the Oklahoma Sorghum Associa-
tion and past chairman of the Sorghum Checkoff. 

“We are excited to welcome Kent and Garrett, and 
for the return of Larry, to the NSP board of directors,” 
Lust said. “I have had the pleasure of working with all 
three individuals in various capacities during my tenure 
as CEO of NSP and the Sorghum Checkoff. Larry is a 
leader in the sorghum seed industry, and the knowledge 
and experience Kent and Garrett bring as farmers, plus 
their respective backgrounds in research and government 
affairs, will prove as great assets to the NSP board.”

The NSP board recognized two leaders who ended their 
terms as directors on Sept. 30. Dan Atkisson of Stockton, 
Kansas, served on the board since 2014 and was elected 
as chairman from 2018 to 2020. Atkisson helped lead the 
organization during the China trade crisis and during the 
passage and implementation of the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Bobby Nedbalek of Sinton, Texas, served on the 
board since 2016, serving as a key representative with 
South Texas lawmakers and Texas port locations where 
NSP secured important trade and infrastructure wins 
during his tenure.

“We are sincerely grateful for the leadership and 
perspective Dan and Bobby have provided through their 
service to the sorghum industry,” outgoing NSP Chair-
man Kody Carson said. “These men have dedicated a sig-

nificant portion of their time to the improvement of the 
sorghum industry, advocating on behalf of U.S. sorghum 
farmers across the nation. I deeply respect their contribu-
tions to our industry, and I wish my friends well as they 
move on to the next chapter.”

New directors and officers took their respective 
positions on the NSP board Oct. 1. Visit SorghumGrowers.
com/leadership to learn more.
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without loss to leaching, denitrifi cation or 

volatilization, even during weather events. 

Nitrogen is taken from the air and creates the 

ammonia plants need to grow and thrive. 

Turn to a more predictable nitrogen. 

Turn to a better nitrogen. Turn to Pivot Bio. 

PLANT MORE
UNPREDICTABLE
FARMING IS 

PREDICTABILITY
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This Is Sorghum
Submit your sorghum photos at 

SorghumGrowers.com/thisissorghum

OUR FEATURED PHOTO this issue is by Tom 
Culley of Hill City, Kansas. Great shot!

Mitch Meyer - Hereford, TexasMitch Meyer - Hereford, Texas
Allen Walters - Marshall, IllinoisAllen Walters - Marshall, Illinois

Renae Kersenbrock - Colby, KansasRenae Kersenbrock - Colby, Kansas
Joel Spring - Unionville, IowaJoel Spring - Unionville, Iowa

Don Bloss - Pawnee City, NebraskaDon Bloss - Pawnee City, Nebraska Allen Walters - Marshall, IllinoisAllen Walters - Marshall, Illinois
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Lab to Cab

Donald Danforth Plant Science Center 
takes on $2.7M Gene Function Project 

Through a multi-institutional partnership, the Don-
ald Danforth Plant Science Center supports a three-year 
$2.7M gene function project to enhance sorghum as a 
bioenergy crop. Grain sorghum is inherently resilient, 
making it a desirable cropping option in water-deficient 
and hot environments. Enhancing sorghum's natural 
resiliency could be vital in mitigating the effects of cli-
mate change and varying growing conditions.

Principal investigator Andrea Eveland, Ph.D., will 
work with collaborating investigators to analyze the 
sorghum's genetic diversity to examine how responses at 
the molecular level can cause morphological changes in 
response to drought stress. 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Studies 
Sorghum's Genetic Makeup to Improve 
Nitrogen Efficiency 

In another $2.7M project, Jinliang Yang, Ph.D., at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln is collaborating with 
Kansas State University and the HudsonAlpha Institute 
for Biotechnology to improve grain sorghum's nitrogen 
use efficiency. Previous studies have shown that several 
sorghum genes appear to have a role in managing nitro-
gen. This research project will also focus on other aspects 
of sorghum's fertilizer use, including nitrogen sensing, 

signaling and downstream regulatory pathways. Yang 
is able to lead this project through grant funding from 
the U.S. Department of Energy. Yang says the project's 
overall goal is to increase sorghum nitrogen use efficiency 
and that the most promising varieties will be used across 
Nebraska through field testing. 

 
Nebraska Food for Health Center 
Studying Sorghum Genes Related to 
Human Gut Health

The human body houses many microorganisms that 
benefit overall health and is directly influenced by our 
lifestyle and diet. Different foods provide unique nutri-
ents and intestinal benefits to enhance microbe activity 
within the human gut—particularly whole grains. Scien-
tists at the Nebraska Food for Health Center are evalu-
ating how different crops and grains play a vital role in 
retaining gut health, studying sorghum consumption. 

After sampling 300 kinds of sorghum and their 
effects on gut microbiomes, Dr. James Schnable with the 
Nebraska Food for Health Center found that grain con-
sumption caused major changes in the human gut micro-
biome. Results showed that sorghum seed color played 
a role in microbiome activity, as dark-colored seeds 
stimulated growth of a set of microbes while light-col-
ored seeds failed to stimulate growth. The study findings 
showed that the two parts of the genome contained Tan1 

and Tan2 genes, which control the production of con-
densed tannins in food products like red wine and dark 
chocolate. These organisms could be beneficial for human 
health, particularly for those suffering from Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease and other gastrointestinal issues. 

Texas Tech University $1.6M Research 
to Focus on Sorghum Climatic Yield 
Potential and Grain Quality 

Through a $1.6M grant from United Sorghum Checkoff 
Program (USCP), researchers from Texas Tech University 
will work to study the climatic yield potential and grain qual-
ity in sorghum. Co-investigators at Texas Tech University 
Davis College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, 
Krishna Jagadish, Ph.D., and Dr. Haydee Laza, Ph.D., 
will collaborate with Texas A&M University, Kansas State 
University, the U.S Department of Agriculture and industry 
partners in this 5-year project with the intent to enhance 
grain sorghum productivity and yields. Jagadish believes this 
research can help bolster other U.S.-based public sorghum 
programs through a multi-disciplinary approach. 

“For the first time in modern history, we have an oppor-
tunity to reimagine the architecture of the plant and how 
it operates,” USCP CEO Tim Lust said in a release. “From 
drought tolerance to photosynthetic efficiency, this stellar 
team of physiology experts will leave no stone unturned in 
pursuit of a more productive, efficient sorghum plant for 
our farmers.” Read more about the project on page 1 of the 
Sorghum Checkoff Newsletter.

Texas A&M Agrilife Carbon Replenish-
ment in Soil

Carbon emissions contribute to climate change and 
significantly influence the environment and our pro-
duction practices. Finding unique ways to mitigate the 
consequences of climate change is at the forefront of sci-
entific research. Recently, Texas A&M AgriLife embarked 
on a bioenergy study to evaluate if sorghum's roots can 
replenish carbon in the soil. GCB recently published 
the findings of this study, and their results show bioen-
ergy sorghum hybrids capture and sequester significant 
amounts of atmospheric carbon dioxide in soil. 

Principal investigator John Mullet, professor and 
Perry L. Adkisson Chair in Agricultural Biology in the 
Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics, and Bill 
Rooney, professor and Borlaug-Monsanto Chair for Plant 
Breeding and International Crop Improvement have 
collaborated for 15 years developing bioenergy sorghum. 
In their most recent study, Mullet and Rooney found that 
an acre planted with a bioenergy sorghum hybrid accu-
mulates about 3.1 tons of dry root biomass over the crop's 
155-day growing season. Essentially, this research shows 
sorghum can improve soil fertility and potentially earn 
carbon credits that offset greenhouse gas emissions.

$15 million Ohio State University 
Carbon Sequestration Project

The Ohio State University is leading a $15M project with 
funding split between a $5 million grant from Washington, 
D.C.-based Foundation for Food & Agriculture Research 
and roughly $10 million in matching contributions from 
Ohio State and various other donors, including the United 
Sorghum Checkoff Program and National Sorghum Pro-
ducers. This study will work to take carbon emitting into our 
airways and capture it into the soil to enhance health and 
agronomic productivity. Carbon sequestration is often seen 
as a solution to climate change. This study will evaluate how 
organic and inorganic carbon gets sequestered in the soil 
under different farming practices in the western hemisphere. 

University of Illinois Research on Grain 
Sorghum Photosynthesis Efficiency

The Department of Energy has awarded another 
$1.85M grant as part of their initiative to advance bio-
energy technology to the University of Illinois to lead 
a research project focused on photosynthesis efficiency 
in grain sorghum. Sorghum has become an increasingly 
important bioenergy crop, and Steve Long, Director of 
the University of Illinois Realizing Increased Photosyn-
thetic Efficiency (RIPE), says bioenergy sorghums are 
very prolific and could be even more productive if we can 
identify ways to lessen its inability to adapt to shading. 
Aiming to evaluate the causes of sorghum's photosyn-
thetic inefficiencies in shaded canopies, Long's research 
hopes to improve productivity and increase the yield of 
bioenergy sorghum. 

Foundation for Food and Agriculture 
Research (FFAR) Grant 

Sorghum is a nutrient-dense grain consumed by 
humans, livestock and household pets. Particularly in 
canines, research has shown that sorghum mill feed 
introduced into their diet resulted in lower digestibil-
ity, which could prove helpful in managing weight in 
overweight dogs at risk of developing diabetes. With 
an investment of over $2.5M from Seeding Solutions, 
Carolina Seed Systems, Inc. and Clemson Univer-
sity, researchers at Clemson will study sorghum plant 
properties that enhance these beneficial compounds in 
commercial sorghum while simultaneously retaining its 
animal feed usage. 

Under the direction of plant breeder Richard Boyles, 
Ph.D., the team of researchers at Clemson will assess 
the health properties in sorghum beneficial for human 
consumption that do not cause negative outcomes for 
animals. The final step in the project is to provide val-
ue-added, non-GMO sorghum varieties that enhance 
poultry development and their capability to reduce harm-
ful diseases within the poultry's intestinal health.

Sorghum is an ancient grain that human and animal species have consumed for centuries, and today is one of the 
leading crops grown in the United States. With sorghum receiving renewed recognition as an environmental and 
water-efficient crop with many health and climate benefits, this grain is experiencing a surge in investments from 

the research field. Accounting for more than $25M in ongoing and future projects, researchers will be evaluating mul-
tiple facets of sorghum and will work to enhance its production and high-value usages.

Sorghum Research Surges
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What are the main provisions of 
carbon contracts? 

All of the contracts I’ve seen really vary in their 
requirements. It is so important for people to carefully 
read, analyze and understand every term in these con-
tracts before signing. Generally speaking, the contract 
provides that payment will be made to a farmer for 
undertaking certain production practices that should 
increase the amount of carbon stored in the soil. Typi-
cally, the types of practices we see include cover crops, 
no-till or reduced till farming, buffer strips, and regen-
erative grazing. 

What are some things to look out for, 
and what are automatic red flags? 

One of the first questions to ask is whether the 
company offering the contract is willing to negotiate the 
terms. Some companies are, but some are not. That will 
allow a producer to know whether it is worth his or her 
time marking up a contract with edits. Some of the big 
issues that producers need to be aware of include: (1) 
understanding the amount of carbon that is likely able to 
be stored in your area and your soil type; (2) understand 
the payment structure of the contract—is it a payment 
for implementing the practice or is payment based on 
the actual measurement of soil carbon; (3) watch for any 
penalties of early termination of the contract; (4) look at 
the scope of the “stacking provision” which will prevent 
the same land from being entered into another carbon 
contract, but could be written broadly enough to also 
prevent enrolling in government programs as well.

Who are the main players looking to 
buy carbon?

The current market set up is interesting. There are 
many companies that have made certain pledges or 
promises to reduce their carbon footprint. Many of those 

Sorgonomics

companies seek to do so by buying carbon credits to offset 
their own carbon emissions. Some companies may be con-
tracting directly with the farmer to purchase those carbon 
credits, but more common is for the farmer to deal with 
an aggregator. The aggregator essentially acts as a middle 
man who contracts to purchase carbon credits from the 
farmer and then, in turn, sells those credits to the company 
seeking to purchase the offset. So, a farmer could really be 
dealing directly with the company who will claim the offset 
or with an aggregator who will sell the credit.

What are the contracts actually 
requiring of producers?

Again, every contract is so different that it is hard 
to offer a general description. From a production stand-
point, most contracts are requiring one or more of the 
following practices: cover crops, no-till or reduced till 
farming, buffer strips and regenerative grazing. 

Are there any contracts for something 
other than carbon floating around 
right now?

Some contracts mention measuring greenhouse 
gasses, which would appear to indicate that they could 
potentially be paying for storing more than just carbon, 
but I have personally not seen contracts specifically for 
other greenhouse gasses. 

What should producers do to evaluate 
a potential contract? 

I really recommend hiring an attorney to help nego-
tiate and draft these carbon contracts. This is a new 
area and spending the money to ensure there is a solid 
contract in place is a smart initial step. I’ve got a couple 
of resources I think could be useful for folks trying to 
get some background or who might want a checklist of 
things to consider when reviewing a contract. 

Are Carbon Contracts For You? 
Q&A with Tiffany Dowell Lashmet, J.D.

©2022 Nutrien Ag Solutions, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All of the trademarks and 
service marks displayed are marks of their respective owners. 9156_J2022

EVERY STEP.

EVERY SEASON.
The right seed, the right 
fertility and the right 
knowledge to help you. 
Contact your local crop 
consultant or visit 
NutrienAgSolutions.com

I’ve got a blog post with a checklist here: agrilife.org/
texasaglaw/2022/01/24/understanding-evaluating-car-
bon-contracts

I’ve got a podcast episode here: aglaw.libsyn.com/epi-
sode-117-anson-howard-todd-janzen-carbon-contracts

What are some of the more interesting 
(good or bad) provisions you’ve seen 
in these contracts?

One of the most interesting terms (in a nerdy law-
yer context) is a class action waiver whereby the farmer 
agrees not to participate in any class action lawsuit 
against the company related to the carbon contract. 
I think this is likely a result of the number of recent 
ag-related class actions and it is really interesting to 
me. On a more practical level, I think that the different 
payment terms can be interesting. Some pay for just 
adopting the practice while others will actually mea-
sure and pay on additional carbon stored. Some have a 
vesting provision where you are not entitled to the full 
payment for a number of years. On that note, one of the 
things I think is most misunderstood by producers is the 
way the payment is quoted. Most contracts that involve 
measurements will quote the price as $xx/ton of carbon 

equivalent. But, people will always say $xx/acre/year. 
However—for most producers, the two are not the same. 
Most producers cannot store a ton a year, therefore, the 
price per ton and the price per acre per year are likely not 
the same amount.

How long will a normal contract be?
Again, differs by contract, but I think most are in the 

10-year range.

Tiffany Dowell Lashmet is an Associate Professor and 
Extension Specialist in Agricultural Law. She is located 
in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Texas 
A&M University. Tiffany grew up on a family farm and 
ranch in Northeastern New Mexico where her family 
raised sheep, cattle, alfalfa, wheat and milo. Tiffany has 
a B.S. in Agribusiness Farm and Ranch Management 
(summa cum laude) from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and a Juris Doctor (summa cum laude) from the 
University of New Mexico School of Law. Prior to going 
to Texas A&M, she was engaged in private practice, 
working at a complex litigation firm in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.
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Quantifying the climate impact of incorporating sor-
ghum and other tools into rotations is the focus of 
a five-year, up to $65 million project by National 

Sorghum Producers. The project will highlight the cli-
mate-smart attributes of sorghum, reduce overall carbon 
emissions and translate that into value for developing sus-
tainability markets for sorghum as a climate-smart com-
modity, serving as a trajectory for the sorghum industry’s 
continuous environmental improvement throughout this 
decade and the next.

Funding for the project was provided by a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture through its new 
Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities. USDA 
announced award recipients Sept. 14 for pilot projects 
totaling $2.8 billion to create market opportunities for 
commodities produced using climate-smart practices.

“This is a watershed day for the sorghum industry,” 
NSP CEO Tim Lust said at the time of the announcement. 

“Sorghum is and always will be The Resource Conserving 

Crop™. This award affirms that fact in historic fashion, 
and we appreciate USDA for the opportunity to realize 
sorghum’s potential as a climate-smart commodity. For 
the first time, participating farmers will be fully recog-
nized and compensated for the good work they do to 
improve the impact of agriculture on the environment. 
We couldn’t be more excited to come alongside them in 
this important effort.”

Project Goals
Rather than focusing on soil carbon sequestration 

alone, the NSP project will create a pathway for the 
impact of all practices to be quantified, tracked and veri-
fied with the intent to monetize these practices in ecosys-
tems services markets of all kinds with an initial focus on 
low carbon fuel markets.

Payments will be made to producers to introduce 
sorghum along with a suite of additional practices, and 
a strong measurement and quantification program will 

By Jennifer (Blackburn) Warren | Photo By Tom Culley

NSP To Lead $65 Million$65 Million USDA Partnerships For 
Climate-Smart Commodities Funded Project

Galvanize Climate 
Solutions

Technical advisory on 
climate market valuation

Texas Tech University
Quantification of the 

impact of irrigation on 
the climate

Kansas State 
University

The impact of nitrogen 
fertilizer rates, timing 

and delivery methods on 
carbon intensity

Arable
Remote sensing of 

emissions data on climate-
smart participants’ farms

Texas A&M University
Leveraging DOE 

SMARTFARM site to 
perform remote sensing of 
emissions data in sorghum

Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever

Technical service to 
farmers implementing 
climate-smart practices

Sustainable 
Environmental 

Consultants
Data collection

Donald Danforth 
Plant Science Center
Quantification of impact 

of climate-smart practices 
on roots and soil carbon

ServiTech
Soil sampling

Pinion
Third-party verification

Nu Life Market, 
Danone and Kashi

Valuation of climate-smart 
practices and validation of 
data collection framework 

in CPG markets

Conestoga, Western Plains, White Energy, 
Pratt Energy and Kansas Ethanol
Validation of data collection framework in 

low carbon fuel markets

Kansas Black 
Farmers Association
Promotion of the program 

to underserved farmers

Peoria Tribe of 
Indians of Oklahoma
Promotion of the program 

to underserved farmers

National Cotton 
Council

Technical advisory on 
the development of a U.S. 
Sorghum Trust Protocol

Project Collaborators
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The ongoing Russia/Ukraine conflict continues to 

impact European natural gas prices, and in turn, global 

supplies and prices of nitrogen, phosphorous and 

potassium (“NPK”) fertilizers. While domestic nitrogen 

prices and specifically anhydrous ammonia dropped precipitously 

with a correction in U.S. natural gas prices, NPK prices are rising 

again with developments in Ukraine. We expect U.S. fall application 

demand will increase fertilizer prices. 

Fertilizer prices fell during the second quarter largely as a result of a correction in 

prices of natural gas, a key input in nitrogen-containing formulations. Based on Iowa 

crop production cost data compiled and published by USDA, fertilizer prices during 

Q3 fell 13% for anhydrous ammonia, 16% for urea, 7% for MAP and 5% for potash. 

However, prices have been rising again as harvest advances in the U.S. and farmers 

and ag retailers shift their attention to fall application season.

Aside from the Russia/Ukraine impact, the global economic slowdown, and resulting 

impacts on energy prices, several recent developments add additional complexity to 

the fertilizer space. Specifically, Canada and the Netherlands have announced plans 

(and/or aspirational goals) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions over the next decade 

by decreasing the amount of permitted fertilizer applications as a way to counter 

climate change. While mandated changes are unlikely in the U.S. in the near-term, 

the bigger risk we see is the potential for the reduced use of nitrogen fertilizers in the 

coming years. To support the expected growth in renewable diesel fuel, acres will likely 

shift from corn (which is nitrogen-intensive) towards soybeans (which typically require 

potash and phosphorous only). 

FARM SUPPLYEurope’s Natural Gas “Tail” is  

Wagging Fertilizer’s “Dog”

1

2

3

Although planting started slowly last spring, ag retailers that 
managed input inventories 

well during challenging 
times had a very good 

summer agronomy season.Domestic fertilizer 
prices fell between  

5% to 16% in Q3  (depending on formulation), amid a massive correction in 
energy prices due to recessionary fears.

While European natural 
gas prices have also fallen, production cuts 

announced during  
Q2 by Yara, CF Industries, BASF will 

squeeze already tight 
fertilizer supplies.

By Kenneth  Scott Zuckerberg
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EXHIBIT 2:  Weekly U.S. Natural Gas Prices Trailing Five Years

EXHIBIT 1: Iowa Fertilizer Production Cost Summary 

Source: Barchart.com

Source: USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
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The grain and oilseed complex experienced a  

bumpy ride over the past three months, especially  

at quarter end. Grain prices remained volatile,  

caught between falling energy prices, a surging  

U.S. dollar, a weakening global economic outlook, 

ongoing drought, and rising tensions in the Black  

Sea region. 

Russia/Ukraine

The conflict remains dynamic – and generally bullish for wheat – as Russia’s efforts to 

annex certain regions of Ukraine increase the risk that Ukraine’s grain exports (allowed 

by the Aug. 1 deal brokered by Turkey) will fall short of expectations. At quarter end, 

a total of 231 ships carrying 5.3 million metric tons (MMT) of grain and oilseeds had 

sailed from Ukraine’s Black Sea ports since the grain export deal commenced on  

Aug. 1. While encouraging, that pace is less than half the pre-conflict export run rate  

of up to 6 MMT per month. 

More important is the increasing risk that the Russia/Ukraine grain deal will NOT be 

renewed in November due to a recent escalation in military activities between the 

two nations. Two more factors create additional uncertainty. One, Russia’s wheat 

harvest is 95% complete and is expected to reach record levels in excess of 100 MMT, 

threatening to put a considerable amount of “cheap” supplies on the market. Two, 

the continued negative effects of La Niña are expected to reduce Argentina’s current 

wheat crop by about 6%, which may partly offset Russia’s harvest.

GRAINS

Macro Demand Battles Bullish Fundamentals
1

2

By Kenneth  

Scott Zuckerberg
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Grain prices finished 

mostly higher in  

Q3, with corn and 

wheat futures up 11% 

and 8%, respectively, 

partly offset by a 2% drop 

in soybeans.
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exports for the new 

crop marketing year 

are up 13% vs. last year; 

however, soybean exports 

to China are lagging.
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EXHIBIT 1:  Grain Futures Price Comparison 
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Executive Summary 
Despite ongoing impacts from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and lingering supply chain 
effects from the pandemic, the U.S. economy remains incredibly resilient. So resilient, 
in fact, that consumers’ seemingly unbreakable willingness to spend is vexing the 
Federal Reserve and causing it to aggressively raise interest rates to stamp out 
inflation. Rate hikes will continue into 2023 as a result and the outlook for the coming 
year grows increasingly gloomy. 

In contrast, the energy and agri-food sectors have gained unexpected levels of pricing 
power as supply shortages now appear to be medium-term challenges. Agricultural 
production and transportation issues are still most severe in the Black Sea, but 
drought in Europe, Asia, and the Americas is making grain supply and logistics all the 
more uncertain. Hurricane Ian and low Mississippi River levels have also compounded 
worries about availability of farm inputs. And global natural gas demand is now poised 
to outstrip supply for years as the world gears up to replace Russian supply and build 
out renewable infrastructure. Risks and uncertainty remain exceptionally high, but 
elevated commodity prices also offer opportunities.

Finally, enormous implications rest in the balance amid tense negotiations over 
water rights on the Colorado River. Farming communities throughout the southwest 
anxiously await the results as a third La Niña weather year portends more drought.

And all of this is happening with mid-term elections just weeks away, and 
Congressional control up for grabs. It will not be a quiet end to the year. 

1

Inflation Abundance,  
Commodity Shortage 
The Fed’s battle to temper inflation will go on, as will efforts  
to rebuild ag and energy supplies.

This quarterly update is prepared by the Knowledge Exchange division and cover the 
key industries served by CoBank, including the agricultural markets and the rural 
infrastructure industries.

Topics In this Issue:

-   The U.S. is a “Gas Island”  
No More

-   Strong Consumer Spending 
has the Fed in a Bind

-   Macro Demand Battles 
Bullish Fundamentals in 
Grain Markets
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accompany these payments in order to highlight the 
climate impacts of associated practices.

The program will center specifically on enabling 
farmers to take advantage of added value under the Cal-
ifornia Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) as this mar-
ket requires the most rigid quantification, monitoring, 
reporting and verification systems and already consumes 
up to one-third of the U.S. sorghum crop annually.

“The most important aspect of any program to 
incentivize climate-smart agricultural practices is robust 
demand from ecosystem services markets,” NSP sustain-
ability strategy consultant John Duff said. “The LCFS is 
the most reliable and longest-standing such market, and 
building our program around its rigorous data require-
ments will enable a five-year beta test of our industry’s 
readiness for meeting the needs of ecosystem services 
markets for the coming decades.”

Target Geography
The target geography of the project includes portions 

of six states and covers an average of 67 percent of the 
sorghum industry, or 4.4 million acres annually. The area 
includes more than 20,000 sorghum farmers and a region 
vitally important to U.S. agriculture.

Irrigated agriculture in this area, which is highly 
threatened, is particularly important. Sorghum has a key 
role to play in prolonging irrigated agriculture in the 
region. Furthermore, the U.S. High Plains is the world’s 
leading region for nitrogen use efficiency and mitigation 
of nitrate leaching, volatilization and runoff. Sorghum is 
a primary tool in these mitigation efforts, and incorpo-
rating the crop into rotations in this region can improve 
the carbon footprint of U.S. agriculture overall.

“NSP’s project is building on significant work to 
enhance climate-smart agricultural production in sor-
ghum-based crop rotation systems at-scale,” NSP Sus-
tainability Director Adam York said. “The U.S. sorghum 
industry has piloted numerous initiatives in recent years 
with key conservation non-governmental organizations, 
such as Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever, to part-
ner with our farmers and identify targeted solutions for 
working lands conservation. Through NSP’s Partnerships 
for Climate-Smart Commodities project, our efforts 
will reach new levels of collaboration to deliver on-farm 
resiliency and profitability throughout this sensitive and 
important region.”

Timely consultation and technical delivery to farms 
is vital to the success of this project. As farmers choose to 
implement novel approaches to benefit their landscapes, 
such as improved biodiversity practices, local conser-
vationists and biologists in our partnership network 
steeped in wildlife habitat conservation will be integral 
to helping farmers deliver more sorghum products with 
positive biodiversity impacts.

“The Habitat Organization is excited and proud to 

partner in the effort to expand climate-smart sustain-
ability practices while benefiting farm profitability and 
conservation,” noted Brent Rudolph, Director of Sus-
tainability Partnerships for Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever. “Working side-by-side with sorghum producers 
is a wonderful fit for this important USDA program.”

Partner Outreach
The project will also include a robust diversity and 

community outreach program that will focus on in-reach 
and outreach to underserved communities in the project 
target area with a primary focus of creating opportunities 
for underserved farmers to participate in climate-smart 
sorghum production and realize the benefits of ecosys-
tems services markets.

“Kansas Black Farmers Association (KBFA) is work-
ing with NSP to create climate-smart agriculture best 
practices that will help the BIPOC farmers in our mem-
bership increase sustainable productivity, strengthen 
farmers’ resilience, reduce agriculture’s greenhouse gas 
emissions and increase carbon sequestration,” KBFA 
Executive Director and President JohnElla Holmes, Ph.D., 
said. “In Kansas, sorghum is an important crop for our 
farmers and researching ways to increase this crop’s 
production will be life changing. In addition, it strength-
ens our farmer’s ability to sustain, increase and maintain 
their farms and delivers environmental benefits. We are 
excited to work with NSP on this grant.”

In addition to National Sorghum Producers, project 
partners and supporters include Kansas Black Farmers 
Association, Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever, Don-
ald Danforth Plant Science Center, Salk Institute for Bio-
logical Studies, Sustainable Environmental Consultants, 
United Sorghum Checkoff Program, Arable, Galvanize 
Climate Solutions, Kansas State University, Texas Tech 
University, Conestoga Energy Partners, Kansas Etha-
nol, Pratt Energy, Western Plains Energy, White Energy, 
American Coalition for Ethanol, Peoria Tribe Of Indi-
ans of Oklahoma, Women Managing the Farm, Kansas 
Agri-Women, Nu Life Market, Pinion, Kansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture, New Mexico Department of Agri-
culture, Kansas Water Office, Archer-Daniels-Midland 
Company, Kashi, RIPE, Trust in Food™, Colorado State 
University, Prairie View A&M University, Texas A&M 
University, Oklahoma State University, Argonne National 
Lab, National Cotton Council, Field to Market, Danone, 
Colorado Sorghum Association, Kansas Grain Sorghum 
Association, New Mexico Sorghum Association, Okla-
homa Sorghum Association, Texas Grain Sorghum Asso-
ciation, Bayer Crop Science, CoBank, High Plains Farm 
Credit, ServiTech and No Chaff Group.

The project contract with USDA is expected to be 
completed in the spring with a program rollout to qual-
ified producers hopefully for the 2023 growing season. 
Learn more at SorghumGrowers.com/climatesmart.
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National Sorghum Producers
Top Tier Legislative Supporting Members
Champion
barRy evans

Partners

Karen Frazier
John Georg
Ryan Georg
Benjamin Hayes
Eric Heinrich
Don Hineman
Doug Keesling
Anthony Kresta
Darrell Lawhon
kirk lawrence
Kent Martin
Steve Meeker

Meeker Farms
Bobby Nedbalek
Aaron Paris
Nicholas Pinkston
Duane Pshigoda
Ronald Rayner
Charles Ring
kenneth rose
dwane Roth
Rusty Sherwood
Bill SPiegel
Matt Splitter 

Join team sorghum
Dear Readers, 

We are a resilient type of people here in rural America, familiar with the upsides and downsides of the way 
we live, yet we have a passion for what we do and know what hard work looks like and what it takes to make 
a difference for ourselves, our families and our communities.

Today, we are facing serious challenges and threats, and that makes your support of National Sorghum 
Producers critical. What’s at stake? The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is moving the goalpost, 
determined to overturn its own decision on atrazine. Sorghum and corn farmers and other stakeholders 
stepped up in a big way, submitting over 16,000 comments letting EPA know how important this tool is on 
our farms, but the fight is not over yet. Special interest groups continue to clog the 
courts, threatening not only products like atrazine, but many other seed and chemi-
cal technologies you need to farm. Farm bill policy talks will accelerate in 2023, and 
as the farmer’s slice of the pie has gotten smaller over time, we’ll be working hard 
to hold the thin green line and ensure you have adequate support and protection. 
And, that’s just the beginning.

Together, we have the opportunity to make an impact, and there are still boundless 
opportunities, but we need your membership more than ever. Our organization 
was founded by farmers, and we will continue to serve as your voice, advocating on 
your behalf day-in and day-out. I can assure you NSP is devoted to your success, 
and I am excited to lead an organization with an unmatched passion for the work 
we do on behalf of every U.S. sorghum farmer.

We extend our sincere thanks to the members above and all of our supporting 
members. If you are not a member, consider joining our organization. I hope we 
can count on you to help us continue championing your cause and providing value 
to you by choosing a member selection on the next page or online.

dan atkisson
ted bannister
Anthony Bleumer
Nathan Boardman
Gale Brooks
Jim Pat Claunch
Larry Dahlsten
Clint France

J.B. Stewart
Jeremy & Christi Stulp
Blake Tregellas 
Tregellas Family Farms
tim turek   
verity ulibarri
Eric Weeks
lee Whitaker
tom willis 
Kirk Zerr
Jeff Zortman
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LEGISLATIVE CONTRIBUTOR
Receive the quarterly Sorghum Grower 
magazine and the weekly Sorghum Notes 
newsletter, allowing you to stay informed 
on issues impacting your farm.

1 YEAR MEMBERSHIP: $100 min.
(amount)

3 YEAR MEMBERSHIP: $280 min.
(amount)

Suggested contribution of $1/ac
(amount)

LEGISLATIVE Champion
Everything from previous levels, plus the 
heightened involvement in legislative 
activities and recognition in Sorghum 
Grower annually as a Legislative Champion.

1 YEAR MEMBERSHIP: $1,000

3 YEAR MEMBERSHIP: $2,800

LEGISLATIVE partner
Everything from previous levels, plus 
weigh in on legislative issues on NSP’s 
newly-launched Milo Mobile polling 
system and receive free NSP gear. Plus 
your name will be displayed in Sorghum 
Grower annually.

1 YEAR MEMBERSHIP: $250

3 YEAR MEMBERSHIP: $700

(Name to be displayed)

Membership LevelsJoin the team
NAME:

DATE OF BIRTH:
(DD)

/ /
(MM) (YYYY)

OCCUPATION:

FARM/EMPLOYER:

ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE: ( )

CELL PHONE: ( )

EMAIL:

NO. OF SORGHUM ACRES:

INVOLVEMENT IN OPERATION:

PRODUCER
LANDOWNER
NON-PRODUCER

National membership automatically 
confers membership in state organization

i want to donate to the nsp pac
PLEASE NOTE: PAC contributions cannot be 
given by corporations, but by individuals only. 
A donation is not a condition of membership 
and the contribution is voluntary

$100
$500
$1,000
$5,000
OTHER:

PAYMENT INFORMATION
If paying by check, please include it with 
this form. If paying by card, please visit 
SorghumGrowers.com/join to enter the
information. You may also call our office at 
(806)749-3478. We accept Visa, Mastercard 
or American Express.

CHECK
CARD

(Name to be displayed)

SEND TO
MAIL:  4201 N. Interstate 27
 Lubbock, TX 79403
EMAIL: nationalsorghumproducers@  
 sorghumgrowers.com

www.sorghumgrowers.com

National Sorghum Producers 

Membership Form

2020_03_11_Membership form_scb.indd   1 7/14/2020   8:59:27 AM

Join Online!
Scan the QR code or go to 
SorghumGrowers.com/join  
to join online.
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National Sorghum 
Foundation 
Appoints Jeff 
Dahlberg as 
Chairman

The National Sor-
ghum Foundation recently 
announced a leadership 
transition as Jeff Dahlberg, 
Ph.D., begins his role as 
chairman of the foundation, 
replacing Larry Lambright.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Jeff back to Team 
Sorghum,” NSP CEO Tim 
Lust said. “He has dedicated 

his life to the research and development in the sorghum 
industry, and I can think of no better person to lead the 
National Sorghum Foundation as it continues its support of 
industry research and education and investment into future 
sorghum leaders.”

Dahlberg has a long history in the sorghum industry, 
which began while he was a volunteer agricultural exten-
sion agent with the United States Peace Corps in Niger 
from 1980 to 1984. While in Niger, Dahlberg became 
intrigued by a very drought-tolerant crop grown by sub-
sistence farmers—sorghum.

Dahlberg has worked as the research geneticist and 
sorghum curator at the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service Tropical Crops and Germplasm Research Center 
in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. For more than 20 years he 
worked as the research director for National Sorghum 
Producers and the United Sorghum Checkoff Program, 
and during this time, he served for two years as the pres-
ident of the Whole Grains Council. Dahlberg recently 
retired as director of the University of California Kearney 
Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Parlier.

“I look forward to continuing the work that Bruce 
Maunder and Larry Lambright started with the Foun-
dation,” NSF Chairman Dahlberg said. “The Foundation 
gives us the ability to support research, but more impor-
tantly to help identify the next generation of sorghum 
research and policy leaders through our support of 
scholarships. Identifying and helping students as they 
work toward degrees that support sorghum farmers and 
research is critical to the success of sorghum as it takes its 

place as an important cereal crop that can thrive under 
ever changing climate challenges.”

Dahlberg will succeed Lambright, who served as chair-
man for the past three years. Lambright drew on a strong 
education in crop science and more than 50 years of expe-
rience as a sorghum breeder to lead the foundation. 

“We are incredibly grateful for Larry’s service to the 
National Sorghum Foundation,” Lust said. “He has volun-
teered countless hours for the betterment of the sorghum 
industry and has continually invested into the future of 
young adults who have a passion for the crop. We wish 
him all the best.”

For more information about the National Sorghum 
Foundation, visit SorghumGrowers.com/foundation-
scholarships.

NSP Hires 
Julie Barclay 
as Director of 
Operations

National Sorghum 
Producers recently 
added Julie Barclay to 
its team as the Director 
of Operations. 

In her new role, Bar-
clay will provide support 
to all bodies of the orga-
nization and manage 
day-to-day operations. 
She will work directly 
with the NSP board of 
directors and member 
entities on behalf of the CEO and lead planning efforts 
relating to NSP’s largest annual event Commodity Classic.

“Julie is a welcome addition to Team Sorghum,” NSP 
CEO Tim Lust said. “She brings with her more than 
a decade of experience in operations and managing 
through organization growth, both of which will be great 
assets to our team.”

Prior to joining NSP, Barclay earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration from Western Michi-
gan University and has worked in healthcare administra-
tion at Covenant Health for the past 10.5 years. 

For more information about Team Sorghum, visit 
SorghumGrowers.com/staff.

Golf
Tournament

sorghumgrowers.com/sorghum-pac
 jamaca@sorghumgrowers.com | 785-421-8927

Hosted by the 

29th
April 2023

Save The Date

Mariah Hills Golf Course
Dodge City, Kansas

Premier Sponsors

NSP Update

Team Sorghum Welcomes New Members
By Jennifer (Blackburn) Warren
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Texas Tech University is taking 
the lead in one of the larg-

est projects ever funded by the 
United Sorghum Checkoff Pro-
gram (USCP).  

Krishna Jagadish, a professor 
and the Thornton Distinguished 
Chair in the Department of Plant 
and Soil Science, received $1.6 
million in funding in partnership 
with Kansas State University, 
Texas A&M University, the U.S 
Department of Agriculture’s Ag-
ricultural Research Service loca-
tions in Lubbock and Manhattan, 
Kansas, and industry partners. 
Haydee Laza, an assistant profes-
sor of plant physiology in the Da-
vis College of Agricultural Scienc-
es & Natural Resources, is also a 
co-investigator on the project. 

Titled “Transforming grain 
sorghum’s climatic yield potential 
and grain quality through trait-
based ideotype breeding,” the 
project is designed to maximize 
the sorghum crop by determin-
ing effective trait combinations 
for different environments. 

“The project brings together 
major public sorghum improve-
ment programs in the U.S.,” Jaga-
dish said. “The trans-disciplinary 
team aims to achieve the project 
goals by integrating agronomy, 
crop physiology, breeding, ma-
chine learning and crop and 
climate modeling.” 

Over the course of the proj-
ect researchers, led by Jagadish, 
hope to develop trait-based 
ideotype sorghum hybrids 
specifically targeted to thrive 
in water-deficient areas and in 
areas considered favorable for 
growing sorghum. 

“For the first time in modern 
history, we have an opportunity 
to reimagine the architecture of 
the plant and how it operates,” 
USCP CEO Tim Lust said. “From 
drought tolerance to photosyn-
thetic efficiency, this stellar team 
of physiology experts will leave 
no stone unturned in pursuit of a 
more productive, efficient sor-
ghum plant for our farmers.”

The project is scheduled to 
last five years and incorporate a 
number of students seeking both 
master’s and doctoral degrees, 
giving it the added benefit of help-
ing train the next generation of 
leaders in the sorghum industry. 

“This project is timely and 
will be a difference-maker as we 
strive to improve crop resilience 
and feed the world,” said Plant 
and Soil Science Department 
Chair Glen Ritchie. “The collab-
orators on this project are top 
experts in sorghum physiology 
and stress tolerance and they 
will make a global impact with 
their success.”

Strengthening Relationships with Global Trade Teams 
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Each summer, the Sorghum 
Checkoff partners with the 

U.S. Grains Council (USGC) to 
facilitate trade team visits that 
include international sorghum 
buyers and end-users from 
across the globe who tour sor-
ghum states and various parts 
of the industry. U.S. sorghum 
industry experts and representa-
tives also visit countries interest-
ed in sorghum use to strengthen 
existing trade relationships 
and foster new opportunities 
with potential buyers, creating 
enhanced interest and market 
demand for U.S. sorghum. 
  
Vietnam

USGC recently hosted rep-
resentatives from the Sorghum 
Checkoff and Texas Sorghum 
in Vietnam. This region has the 
largest animal feed market in 
Southeast Asia with a demand of 
over 30.1 MMT for grain in 2021. 
There is tremendous growth in 
the commercial feed market with 
numbers expected to eclipse 
35 MMT. The Sorghum Checkoff 
hosted a grain traders dinner 
in Ho Chi Minh City where 75 

grain traders and industry pro-
fessionals attended the event. In 
addition to the regular meal, the 
USGC team collaborated with a 
local chef to serve sorghum Bahn 
My (a traditional French-Vietnam-
ese sandwich) using sorghum 
flour. The trade mission marked 
the first official visit by the U.S. 
sorghum industry to Vietnam 
since U.S. sorghum gained market 
access in 2020.

The pathway for U.S. sor-
ghum market access to Vietnam 
was finalized in May 2020, fol-
lowing the completion of a pest 
risk assessment and nearly three 
years of close collaboration be-
tween USGC, the U.S. sorghum 
industry, Vietnam’s Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (MARD) and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS) and 
Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS).

A group of representatives 
from the Xiamen Mingsui Grains 
and Oils Trading Co. spent time 
in Kansas and Texas in October, 
learning more about U.S. sor-
ghum and its benefits. While in 

Kansas, two group members 
(pictured left) had the opportu-
nity to speak with Kansas sor-
ghum producer Kevin Kniebel 
about the crop quality while on 
his farm and then gained in-
sight into the U.S. export system 
and quality grading during the 
group’s visit to parts of Texas.

China
USGC’s China office took part 

in the third China International 
Companion Animal Food Ingre-
dient Conference (CAFIC III) from 
August 15-17. USGC hopes that 
by participating in the event it 
will be able to extend the U.S. 
sorghum market from feed and 
baijiu into pet food, and the bar-
ley market from malt into the pet 
food industry.

At the conference, Floren-
tino Lopez, agricultural con-
sultant with Creando Mañana, 
LLC, offered a global outlook 
on sorghum production, supply 
and demand, followed by Brian 
Younker, a new board member 
on the Kansas Grain Sorghum 
Commission, who shared insight 
on planting progress in Kansas 

The U.S. Grains Council and U.S. sorghum team members 
discussed the benefits of sorghum with a delegation from 
Vietnam’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
led by Vice Minister Le Quoc Doanh.

Dr. Greg Aldrich (pictured on screen), associate professor 
at Kansas State University, recently spoke on behalf of the 
U.S. Grains Council (USGC) at the third China International 
Companion Animal Food Ingredient Conference.
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The Sor-
ghum 

Checkoff 
recently 
named 
Garrett Mink 
as the or-
ganization’s 
Compliance 
Director. In this role, Mink is re-
sponsible for all aspects of com-
pliance for the United Sorghum 

Checkoff Program including on-
site collections and compliance 
activities and first-handler com-
munications and feedback efforts.

The Sorghum Checkoff is 
excited to welcome Mink to the 
role and believes she will be a 
valuable resource, filling a much 
needed role for the Sorghum 
Checkoff to ensure effective 
compliance of agreements and 
assessments. Mink transitions 

to the Sorghum Checkoff from 
her position as the Director of 
Operations at National Sor-
ghum Producers. 

“This is an exciting time to join 
the team at the Sorghum Check-
off,” Mink said. “I hope my efforts 
will continue to maintain an 
excellent program that is in good 
standing with the Agricultural 
Marketing Service and meeting 
the needs of sorghum farmers.”

and sorghum production and 
marketing. Additionally, Sor-
ghum Checkoff’s Lanier Dabru-
zzi MS, RD, LD, addressed the 
nutritional value of sorghum for 
human consumption and how 
the United States has embraced 
this as a new consumption trend.

“The United Sorghum Check-
off Program, Kansas Grain Sor-
ghum Commission and Texas 
Grain Sorghum Producers Board 
have been essential partners 
in facilitating successful virtu-
al programs over the past few 
years,” USGC director of global 
programs Emily Byron said. 

“This partnership ensures our 
global customers have continu-
ous access to information about 
U.S. sorghum quality, pricing 
and availability.” 

Export Exchange
USGC and their partners 

hosted the biennial Export Ex-
change in Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta, Oct. 12-14 where buyers from 
around the world came together 
to learn about U.S. grain pro-
duction, including sorghum. The 
2022 event featured more than 

500 international customers 
from 50 countries and nearly 
300 domestic suppliers of U.S. 
coarse grains and co-products, 
including distiller’s dried grains 
with solubles (DDGS). Domestic 
suppliers were in attendance to 
answer questions and facilitate 
trade. Sorghum Checkoff Execu-
tive Director Norma Ritz Johnson 
spoke about the advantages of 
sorghum and looked ahead to 
opportunities next year.  

Export Exchange allows the 
Sorghum Checkoff to reach 
prospective buyers from around 
the globe. Additionally, the Sor-
ghum Checkoff, along with state 
sorghum organizations, hosted 
buying teams from Turkey, Spain, 
Kenya and Mexico. 

Mexico
Following Export Exchange, 

a team of DDGS and sorghum 
importers from Mexico traveled 
to Texas with the opportunity to 
converse with producers while 
touring sorghum farms. During 
this post-tour, participants saw 
firsthand U.S. sorghum produc-
tion areas, visited ethanol plants, 

learned about DDGS production 
and made connections with 
grain cooperatives and elevators.

Members of this team rep-
resented sorghum end-users in 
Mexico from the National Associ-
ation of Food Manufacturers for 
Animal Consumption (ANFACA) 
and companies in central and 
northern Mexico, including the 
state of Jalisco, the number one 
livestock producing state in the 
country, which accounts for 17 
percent of the feed production 
in Mexico or 5.76 MMT. Mexico 
is the fourth largest produc-
er of livestock feed worldwide, 
accounting for 33.87 MMT of 
feed. Of this total, Jalisco, Sonora 
and Michoacán contribute to a 
combined 31 percent of overall 
production in Mexico. U.S. sor-
ghum exports to Mexico more 
than quadrupled from last year, 
totaling 361,000 MT. Overall, the 
U.S. market share in Mexico has 
remained high, as geographic 
advantages continue to make the 
United States the best supplier 
for most major agricultural goods.

Mink Joins Sorghum Checkoff as Compliance Director
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@SorghumCheckoff

Clint White 
Director of Communications 
(806) 687-8727  
clint@sorghumcheckoff.com

The Sorghum Checkoff commits to reveal the  
potential and versatility of sorghum through  
increased shared value.

USCP
MISSION

CONTACT US

For more events, visit sorghumcheckoff.com/calendar

Sorghum Checkoff Annual Board Meeting 
Lubbock, TX

Dec 14-15

Thanksgiving 
Office Closed

Nov 24-25

Christmas 
Office Closed

Dec 23-26

SORGHUM INDUSTRY EVENTS

After an extensive search, the 
United Sorghum Checkoff 

Program has selected 15 mem-
bers to participate in Leadership 
Sorghum Class VI, a program 
designed to develop the next gen-
eration of sorghum leaders and 
industry advocates.

“The Sorghum Checkoff uses 
this program to prepare sorghum 
advocates and leaders at the local, 
state and federal level,” Leader-
ship Sorghum Program Director 
Shelee Padgett said. “Leadership 
development is critical to the 
sorghum industry’s advancement, 
and we are so excited to equip 
Class VI with skills to advocate for 
their operations and the sorghum 
industry as a whole.”

During the 14-month lead-
ership program, class members 
will have the opportunity to ex-
perience various aspects of the 
sorghum industry in addition to 
personal development and net-
working opportunities. Through 
both hands-on and class-
room-style learning experiences, 
class members develop an under-
standing of how sorghum moves 
through the value chain, how 

checkoffs and stakeholder orga-
nizations interact on behalf of the 
industry and what the future holds 
for sorghum. 

“Leadership Sorghum has 
exposed me to every aspect of 
the Sorghum industry. I enjoyed 
meeting other producers who are 
passionate about sorghum,” Class 
V graduate Brian Younker said. 
“We were able to bounce ideas off 
one another to help all of us grow 
and market the crop more suc-
cessfully. During our time together, 
we were able to network with sor-
ghum industry professionals and 
learn everything from planting the 
seed to exporting the crop glob-
ally. After completing Leadership 
Sorghum, I plan to continue to be 
involved with all things sorghum. 
Sorghum has and always will be a 
profitable crop for our farm.”

 Participants of the Leader-
ship Sorghum program will begin 
their experience with their first 
session in December at the USCP 
Annual Board Meeting. For more 
information about the Lead-
ership Sorghum program, visit 
LeadSorghum.com.

Sorghum Checkoff Names Leadership 
Sorghum Class VI Members

Leadership Sorghum Class 
VI will consist of 15 farmers 
from 8 states. Those  
selected include: 
 
Jimmy Diamond 
Akron, Colorado 
Jeremiah Nicholson 
Dodge City, Kansas 
Clint France 
Scott City, Kansas 
Brad Haynes 
Hays, Kansas 
Henry Martin III 
Texico, New Mexico 
Lee Dunn IV 
Edenton, North Carolina 
Brad Brainard 
Enid, Oklahoma 
Ashley Tucker 
Enid, Oklahoma 
David Hunsberger 
Mifflintown, Pennsylvania 
Hunter Bevill 
Claude, Texas 
Nicole Johnson 
Canyon, Texas 
David Barrett 
Sinton, Texas 
Trey Beyer III 
Portland, Texas 
Jessica Robertson 
Robstown, Texas 
Joel Huesby 
Touchet, Washington



Sorghum’s use in food products is seeing growth like 
never before. Beyond the robust nutrition package it 
provides, sorghum checks many of the boxes of what 

consumers are looking for in their food.
Sorghum is a natural source of antioxidants, which may 

help to lower your risk of cancer, diabetes, heart disease 
and some neurological diseases. Additionally, antioxidants 
naturally extend the shelf life of food products, which is why 
many manufacturers are turning to sorghum rather than 
artificial preservatives. With more than 10 grams of protein 
and 6 grams of fiber per half-cup serving, sorghum is an 
excellent source of fiber-rich, plant-based protein. 

Sorghum is categorized as an ancient grain, which 
means that the grain has remained mostly unchanged 
since its cultivation. Consumers are drawn to the ancient 
grain category when it comes to everything from side 
dishes to breading on chicken nuggets. 

As the United States becomes more and more of a 
melting pot for various cultures and cuisines, sorghum 
will play an even more prominent role in the food world. 
Sorghum is a staple in African, Indian, Japanese and Chi-
nese cuisines, and as the palates of our country expand, 
having culturally-inclusive foods, like sorghum, as a 
widely available option will become more important. 

While it is clear how much sorghum offers to the 
food landscape of this country, it is still a fairly unknown 
ingredient. However, there is good news. The Sorghum 
Checkoff commissioned consumer research in late 2021 
and it showed that once consumers who had never tried 
sorghum were exposed to it, nearly 80 percent continued 
to seek it out and use it in their homes. This is a remark-
able retention rate for an ingredient that relatively few 
consumers know about.  

Hungry yet? During your next trip to the grocery 
store, keep your eyes peeled for these champions in the 
sorghum food category, and we’ll keep giving you new 
product updates.

Gerber®
Gerber® is synonymous with foods that meet the 

nutrition needs for every stage of growing children’s lives 
and two of their snack products highlight sorghum as 
an ingredient. Within the Crawler (10+ months) line, 
Gerber® Lil’ Crunchies® and Gerber® Wonderfoods® both 
contain whole grain sorghum. 

Gerber® Lil’ Crunchies® comes in a variety of flavors 
including Mild Cheddar, Veggie Dip, Garden Tomato, 
Apple Sweet Potato, Ranch and Vanilla Maple. Gerber® 
Wonderfoods® come in Strawberry Banana Broccoli and 
Orange Carrot. 

Dave’s Killer Bread®
Dave’s Killer Bread® 21 Whole 

Grains and Seeds sandwich bread 
is packed with nutrition and taste, 
and features sorghum as part of 
their 21 whole grains. Due to the 
carbohydrate and protein cross 
linkages in the sorghum grain, 
baked goods made with sorghum 
flour have the added benefit of 
staying moister longer than those 
made with wheat flour alone. 

 Sorghum Becoming a Staple in Grocery 
Aisles Across the Country

By Lanier Dabruzzi MS, RD, LD,
Sorghum Checkoff Director of Food Innovations & Institutional Markets

Serving Up Sorghum
Trader Joe’s™

Trader Joe’s™ is a sought 
after grocery chain for health 
conscious consumers, partic-
ularly Millennials and Gen 
Z due to its offerings for a 
variety of dietary limitations, 
such as gluten-free, vegan 
and organic. Among its 
gluten-free offerings, Trader 
Joe’s™ uses sorghum in its 
Gluten Free All Purpose 
Flour, Gluten Free Butter-
milk Pancake & Waffle Mix, 
and Gluten Free Pumpkin 
Bread & Muffin Baking Mix. 

Kroger®
Kroger® is the parent company for a variety of 

national and regional grocery chains including Harris 
Teeter®, Food4Less®, Ralphs®, FredMeyer® and more. 
All of the stores offer Simple Truth™ branded items, 
which include natural and organic foods free from 
artificial preservatives that are non-GMO. Included 

in their product 
line up is Simple 
Truth Organic™ 
Black Pepper 
100% Whole Grain 
Brown Rice with 
Ancient Grains, 
featuring sor-
ghum among the 
Ancient Grains. 
This pre-cooked 
pouch can be 
heated in a micro-
wave and ready 
in 90 seconds, 
as opposed to a 
45-minute cook 
time for sorghum 
on the stovetop.  

It is an exciting time for the industry as grocery aisles 
across the country feature more sorghum-based products. 
The Sorghum Checkoff is continually working with food 
companies to further innovation, with the goal to make 
sorghum a mainstream staple in products and homes.

PEARL performed up to expectation 
in 2022 with excellent sugarcane aphid 
tolerance, stress tolerance, and yield 
of high quality silage.
New for 2023 in limited quantities—
OPAL+DT—with all the quality traits 
of OPAL and PEARL with the Double 
Team™ trait for use with First Act 
grass herbicide.

MOJO SEED ENTERPRISES, LLLP
806-445-6442
www.mojoseed.com
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Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission 
Prepares for Upcoming Fiscal Year

On Thursday, September 1, 2022, the Kansas Grain Sor-
ghum Commission budget board meeting was called 
to order by Commission Chairman Kevin Kniebel at 

American AgCredit, in Great Bend, Kansas. Those in atten-
dance included Max Tjaden, Zach Simon, Jesse McCurry, 
Maddy Meier, Kevin Harris, Kevin Kniebel, Jon Berning, Mike 
Rosebrook, Clark Bibb, Tim Lust, Sarah Sexton-Bowser, Brant 
Peterson, and Nathan Larson. Minutes from the previous 
board meeting on July 20, 2022, were approved and sec-
onded by Larson and Harris, respectively. 

Following introductions and staff reports, National Sorghum 
Producers CEO, Tim Lust, gave updates from the National 
Sorghum Producers and United Sorghum Checkoff Program 
boards. These included potential outlooks on the discussion 
on the EPA’s regulation of atrazine, possible items on the 
upcoming Farm Bill, and C-SMART funding projects.

Marketing and Promotion
Representatives from Fort Hays State University were also 
in attendance to discuss future marketing endeavors with 
Kansas Grain Sorghum being a sponsor for athletic events. 
The commission hopes to use this partnership in order to 
strengthen relationships with sorghum growers in the west-
ern part of the state. Marketing development funding for 
the U.S. Grains Council, Renew Kansas, and Export Sorghum 
were discussed and approved. Proposed total funding for 
marketing was $84,685 and $42,000 for promotion.

Education
Kansas Grain Sorghum staff continue to support external 
committees such as Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in 
the Classroom (KFAC), Kansas Farm Food Connection (KFFC), 
Kansas Agricultural and Rural Leadership (KARL), and more. 
With an extended staff-directed budget, staff are eager to 
continue to develop future projects that will help bring the 
crop to the forefront. The commission budgeted $52,200 for 
external education programs.

Research
Within the research sector, Sarah Sexton-Bowser, manag-

ing director of the Center for Sorghum Improvement, gave 
insight on research proposals. Attendees also discussed the 
research proposals of Tesso, Felderhoff, and Roozeboom. 
The commission discussed further on individual proposals, 
totaling eight projects that will help further the advance-
ment of grain sorghum in terms of biotechnology, genomics, 
and food-grade sorghum, for a total of $1,021,500.

The remaining $169,999 of the proposed budget will 
go towards administrative fees, program development 
(including the internship program), and communications 
resources. The total proposed budget for the 2023 fiscal year 
is $1,370,384.

After the completion of the overall budget discussion, Kevin 
Harris moved to approve the 2023 fiscal year budget. Brant 
Peterson seconded the motion, and was approved. Follow-
ing the announcement of upcoming events, the meeting 
was adjourned. 

The Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission staff would like to 
express their gratitude towards those who continue to invest 
in our organization. With your continued support, we are able 
to continue to properly serve the industry and sorghum grow-
ers through market development, promotion and research. 

All funding is subject to USDA Approval
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Kansas Grain Sorghum, PO Box 618 Colwich, KS 67030
785-477-9474, www.ksgrainsorghum.org

Sorghum Update
Brought to you by the Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission



Sorghum Shortcuts

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 
Update

The Emergency Relief Program (ERP), announced on 
May 16, 2022, has provided over $7 billion in disaster relief 
to producers, over $700 million of which has been paid to 
sorghum producers. Congress originally passed the ERP 
in September of 2021 with $10 billion for producers recov-
ering from natural disasters faced in 2020 and 2021. Of 
the $10 billion, $750 million was earmarked for livestock 
producers, and $100 million was set aside for administra-
tive costs. Phase 1 of ERP provided assistance to producers 
who received a crop insurance indemnity payment, using 
crop insurance data to automatically calculate payments. 
Applications were then mailed to producers to sign and 
return to their local FSA offices. Phase 2 of ERP, not yet 
announced but expected yet this fall (technically ends Dec. 
21 this year), will fill any gaps from Phase 1, such as pro-
ducers who had shallow losses and did not trigger a crop 
insurance indemnity, producers who did not have crop 
insurance, etc. Producers who receive an ERP payment are 
required to purchase crop insurance for the following 2 
years at 60/100 or higher. The linkage requirement applies 
to crops that received an ERP payment and only in coun-
ties the payment was received. 

Yield Contest Harvest Reports Due
The 2022 National Sorghum Yield Contest is coming 

to a close. Please return all forms, including harvest 
forms, no later than Nov. 25, 2022. Contest results will be 
announced in December, and state and national winners 
will be recognized at the annual Commodity Classic 
March 2023 in Orlando, Florida. To view official contest 
rules, visit sorghumgrowers.com/yieldcontest. 

BASF Scholarship App Closes Dec. 1
The National Sorghum Foundation and BASF are 

accepting applications for a joint scholarship, and the 
deadline is just around the corner! A $2,500 scholarship 
will be awarded in January 2023 for the 2022-2023 
academic year. To apply, candidates must be a child or 
grandchild of a National Sorghum Producers member 
and be pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in 
an agricultural related curriculum. Undergraduate appli-

cants must be entering at least their second year of college 
during the 2022-2023 school year. 

 Applications must be postmarked by Dec. 1, 2022, 
and include the following:  

• Completed application 
• Official transcript  
• At least two letters of recommendation  
• A headshot photo for media release 
To inquire about your membership status, you can call 

the National Sorghum Producer office at 800-658-9808. For 
more information about the scholarship and application 
forms, visit SorghumGrowers.com/foundation-scholarships. 

Save the Date: Sorghum in the 21st 
Century 2023 Conference 

Following the immensely successful 2018 Sorghum 
in the 21st Century Global Sorghum Conference in 
Cape Town, South Africa, the international sorghum 
community is preparing to gather again June 5-9, 2023, 
in Montpellier, France, to share and learn about the latest 
developments in research, innovation and industry.

Organized by CIRAD in consortium with its global 
partners, the conference will encompass the entirety of 
the sorghum value chain - from genetics to agronomics to 
end uses - and will highlight many of the key challenges 
currently being faced by sorghum around the world. 
Topics and sessions will be targeted to both researchers 
and the private sector with many opportunities for cross-
sectoral networking.

Check out important dates and subscribe to 
receive further information about the conference at 
21centurysorghum.org.

UN Declares 2023 International Year of 
Millets, Including Sorghum

The U.N. General Assembly recently adopted a 
resolution, sponsored by India and supported by more 
than 70 countries, declaring 2023 as the International 
Year of Millets, which includes sorghum. The resolution 
is intended to increase public awareness on the health 
benefits of millets and their suitability for cultivation 
under tough conditions marked by climate change. Learn 
more at news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1092492.

Alfalfa, Sorghum & More
Now Under One Roof

By developing the most innovative traits and industry-leading genetics, we can deliver high-
yielding grain and forage sorghum hybrids with the qualities you need most to turn a profi t. 
Our forage sorghum features superior stem quality, standability, digestibility, and high dry 
matter production. Our grain sorghum portfolio includes new Double Team™ hybrids for superior 
grass weed control, and features our signature traits for SCA tolerance, Staygreen, and Stiff  
Stalk. To optimize your farm’s production for maximum yields and fi nancial success, ask your 
dealer for Sorghum Partners hybrids. 720.506.9191 |  SorghumPartners.com

Get More Quality Tonnage and 
Maximum Profi tability from your Sorghum.
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YIELD 
POTENTIAL. 
UNLOCKED.  

Powered by elite genetics for unrivaled yield 
potential, Pioneer® brand sorghum hybrids are 
rigorously tested to thrive in your fields. Talk to 
your Pioneer sales representative about the 
industry’s strongest lineup of sorghum hybrids.  

Pioneer.com/Sorghum

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and 
purchase documents. ™ ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. © 2022 Corteva.


