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Sorghum also won't tolerate standing water and the crop needs to be harvested now, so it can’t wait until

> i | ADVERTISEMENT
fields dry out after heavy rains, he said.

Steve Bearden, of Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers Inc., said a tropical storm or hurricane will not help an
already bad situation.

“We've had a horrible year because of two freezes and all the rains we got during the growing season, so
it's been a horrible year for sugar,” he said. “Right now, rain alone would be beneficial for the cane crop.

“A lot of wind, that does concern us because of the potential shredding of the leaves and breaking off of the
larger stalks. Rain alone ... if we don't get a big wind storm, we’ll be OK.”

John McClung, president of Texas Produce Association, said the severity of the storm will determine how
much damage farmers suffer.

“It all of course depends on how much rain we get and how much wind we get,” he said. “Most of the fruit
and vegetable crops are finished. There is still some onions being harvested, but very little. The probability at
this point is that wind is not going to be the issue. It's going to be rain. If we get the huge volumes of rain —
5 to 10 inches — that are projected, then that is going to cause some disruption. We are primarily a winter
producer and most of those crops have been harvested and the land is fallow now.”
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Reader Comments

From the editor: Many of you have expressed concerns about some of the harsh anonymous
comments from readers. To remedy that, we are introducing new features. You can create your
own blog, publish your news and share your photos with the community. Once you fill out a
simple form and leave a verifiable e-mail address, you can set up your profile page. It will display
all of your contributions and allow you to track issues and easily connect with others.

We want our site to be a place where people discuss and debate ideas that foster stronger
communities. We built this for you. Please take care of it. Tolerate broad thinking, but take action
against obscene or hateful material. Make it a credible and safe place worth preserving and
sharing.
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